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 Please contact: 

Saginaw Art Museum 
Curatorial Department
1126 N. Michigan Saginaw, MI 48602

(989) 754-2491 ext 219

info@saginawartmuseum.org 

DONATIONS TO THE COLLECTIONS 

GIFTS OF ART

The Saginaw Art Museum is always interested in adding new works of art that support its mission to its Permanent Collection. The Museum welcomes many kinds of unrestricted gifts of fine art. The first step for you, as a potential donor, would be to mail (or email) high-quality color photographs (or digital images) of the object to the Curatorial Department, and a detailed description of the object (size, media. etc.) The Museum would like to receive as much information about the object as is known. Please tell us how you came to own the object and provide any known historical background. It is also helpful for you to include a brief statement about why you would like the Saginaw Art Museum to consider the object for acquisition.

 
After receiving your photos and information, a representative of the Museum’s Curatorial Department will determine if the item is appropriate for inclusion into the Museum's Permanent Collection. If the object appears to be compatible with the Museum’s mission and its collections plan, you will be contacted to set up an appointment with a curator to deliver the object to the Museum. The object will be placed in temporary custody of the Museum, a period which may not exceed 90 days, for the purposes of consideration by the Museum’s Collections Committee, which reviews all potential gifts, for acquisition into the collection or an evaluation of a loan of the work. 

Objects accepted for acquisition are accessioned into the Museum’s permanent collection, accompanied by the appropriate files and documents. The donor will receive full credit for the donation of the art work in all Museum files and label copy, in perpetuity.

The Saginaw Art Museum is accredited by the American Association of Museums. It therefore subscribes to all professional standards and practices when acquiring new work for its Permanent Collection. It will provide a Deed of Gift for the donor to sign and will ask the donor to provide an insurable value; any object or group of objects valued at $5,000 or more will generally require an appraisal, provided and paid for by the donor, if the donor plans to seek a tax deduction for the donation. The Museum can provide a list of appraisers or the names of national professional appraisal organizations whom the donor may contact for more information. When the signed Deed of Gift is received, the Museum will provide a receipt, formalizing the gift. 
Objects declined for inclusion into the collection will be returned to the donor unless you grant permission for the Museum to use the object for study and educational purposes in the Education Department, or for sale in a future fundraising event. 
ARCHIVES OF MICHIGAN ART 

The Saginaw Art Museum welcomes unsolicited materials from and about Michigan artists for inclusion into the Archives of Michigan Art. In this archive we collect primary source material as well as copies of documents. There is no deadline for contributing these materials, which are held in perpetuity. 
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